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ABSTRACT 



This thesis offers an overview ■_ f Frencn nationalism, 
racism and Atlanticism in the country's past, present and 
future. It argues that nationalism and racism lie at the 
root of the French socio-political polemics and that the 
contemporary problems draw from French history. This 
explanation places particular emphasis upon the evolution of 
France as a cohesive nation-state and the subsequent 
development and definition of the French citizen, as well as 
the corollary concept of the foreigner. 

This study also discusses the repercussions of 
nationalism as exhibited through xenophobic tendencies and 
racism throughout French history and into the present. The 
French integration model further explored, reveals 
nationalist proclivities that intertwine with the 
assimilation process of immigrants. This thesis seeks to 
unknot the issues of French nationalism as a basis for 
better understanding and a more effective U.S. policy with 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



The challenges lacing France coday mirror che prooiems 
of Europe generally on che post -Cold Car, in a word, che 
poiicicai dilemmas of integration and disintegration. In 
1992, che promise ci a federal Europe pales against che 
revival of nationalism, racism, separatism and 
particularism. In France, these increasingly antagonistic 
nationalist passions have manifested themselves variously as 
iouole-digic electoral victories for right-wing extremists, 
resurgent movements for regional autonomy in Brittany and 
international trade disputes over domestic subsidies for 
French farmers and filmmakers. The trend continues. IJhere 
did these nationalist impulses originate in the French past? 
And what do they bode for the French future? 

This thesis provides an overview of French nationalism, 
racism and Atlanticism in the country's past, present and 
future. It argues that nationalism and racism lie at the 
root of the French socio-political polemics and that the 
contemporary problems draw from French history. This 
explanation places particular emphasis upon the evolution of 
France as a cohesive nation-state and the subsequent 
development and definition of the French citizen, as well as 
the corollary concept of the foreigner. 
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This study also discusses the repercussions r 
nationalism as exhibited through xenophobic tendencies .nd 
racism throughout French history and into tne present. The 
French integration model further explored, reveals 
nationalist proclivities that intertwine with the 
assimilation process of immigrants. In other words, die 
current French identity crisis concerns internal and 
external integration, as well as the past, present and 
future . 

U.S. policy-makers must comprehend the rational and non- 
rational aspects of France's current nationalist problems in 
their full historical context. The United States fails to 
understand the nationalist dilemma in France today, even 
though the paradoxes and tensions of nationalism, racism, 
citizenship and immigration continue to make themselves felt 
in American society. This thesis, then, seeks to unknot the 
issues of French nationalism as a basis for better 
understanding and more effective policy. The topic is all 
the more timely in light of the fine-line relationship 
between nationalism and war, which reverberates in political 
conflicts in France and, indeed, in all of Europe today. 
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I. 



INTRODUCTION 



This thesis explores the interrelationship of Frencn 
nationalism, racism and Altanticism in the past, present and 
future within a general exploration of 'J.S. security and so- 
called "ethnic conflict" after 1989. It argues that 
nationalism and racism underlies French society ana osiers 
an explanation of the revived French identity crisis aster 
1989. This explanation places particular emphasis upon the 
evolution of France as an integral nation-state, as well as 
the eoncomitant development and definition of the French 
citizen. And, by extension, the French conception of the 
foreigner . 

In particular, this thesis discusses the effects of 
French nationalism as xenophobia and racism in past and 
present crises. Especially, this revived xenophobia poses 
a worrisome threat to shared Atlantic values and stability 
in Europe . 

The French mechanism of immigration ments further study 
as it reveals nationalist proclivities as they intertwine 
with the assimilation and integration process of immigrants. 
Official French policy, in addition to social pressure, has 
sought to preserve one conception of French national 
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dent icy, a community of common history .raaicions, "aiues 
; nd language. Today, however, French social cohesion '...is 
now threatened by its failure to integrate third world 
immigrants .'' 1 The idea of immigrants as a threat has been 
Heightened by the spread of Islam and France's economic 
irisis . - 

The French socialist government in the 1380s effected a 
move toward more pluralism and muiticulturaiism and oversaw 
a shift in policy toward "diversity," the protection of 
immigrant particularism. Although the Mitterand government 
heralded diversity as a national example, the French body 
politic clung to its nationalist self -conception that could 
include foreigners who adopted the French "way of life." 

Since 1989, nationalist impulses have reemerged in France 
and have not diminished in strength. 

The implications of France's identity crisis, arising 
from the tensions of internal and external integration, are 
of importance for the future of Europe since as a whole the 
continent witnesses old and new ethnic groups seeking a 
national, integral identity. The revival of genocide in the 

*Alan Riding, "France, Reversing the Course, Fights 
Immigrants' Refusal to Ee French," The New York Times , 5 December 
1993 . 

: Ibia . 
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Balkans suggests chat these conflicts can lead even in 
Europe to the extremes of violence and war. A nationalist 
wave is spreading and at the time or this work, a clear 
resolution has yet to follow. 

To be sure the French landscape is not torn as the 
former Yugoslavia and racial unrest has not reached the 
murderous magnitude of that in Germany still, latent 
conflict is ever present within France's boraers . Bn 
official policy and popular opinion, anti-Semitism, anti- 
immigrant sentiments, xenophobia and racism persist within 
France. As elsewhere on the Continent, these agitations 
have roots in the past. 

The year 1993 was to trumpet the beginning of a united 
Europe, free of frontiers. The categories of Frenchman, 
German or Italian were to disappear with the polyglot 
concept of federal "European." The Mitterand government 
gave its full support to united Europe, yet a French 
referendum on the Maastrict treaty on practical unity 
received only a 51 percent popular approval. This 
development evidences the infeasibility of a European Union 
in the near future, and all because of nationalism. Despite 
the much-touted strength-in-numbers of a federal Europe, the 
French proved loathe to turn loose of France as the focus of 
their allegiance. 
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Since the 1960s, the increasing presence of Islam in 

F ranee has exacerbated racist and xenophobic tendencies. 

Islam is the second most widely practiced faith in France 

and thanks to the influx of Muslims, Arab immigrants from 

France's erstwhile Northern African colonies. Everyday 

scenes f life in France have come to include mosques, 

prayer rooms, the faithful kneeling in the streets, 

religious militant union leaders in industrial disputes-, 

mixed marriages and the mixed-race children. The French 

maintain a historical memory of Arabian dominance in the 

seventh century that compounds their fear. 

Security implications associated with France's identity 

crisis have internal and external ramifications. First, 

France is among several nations experiencing an immigration 

dilemma. Europe as a whole is suffering the strains of 

massive immigration currents from the former Soviet Union, 

the East bloc and developing countries. The United States, 

well, has unresolved immigration concerns. Regarding 

immigration, Jacob Burckhardt states: 

It is against the emigres that the fury rages most 
fiercely. Those at home immensely overrate, or 
pretend to overrate, their power. Anyone who has 
eluded mal treatment and murder is branded as a 
robber. When princes such as the Grand Duke Cosimo 



"Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "North African Immigration and 
the French Political Imaginary, " in Maxim Silverman, ed. , Race , 
Discourse and Power in France (Brookfield: Gower Publishing 

Company, 1991): 108. 
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and Francesco Medici pursued their distant emigres with 
poison, the whole world was indignant. bur if republics 
imprison or execute such relatives of emigres as nave 
remained at home, it is regarded as a 'political 
measure . "" 

The French immigration polemic has produced a domino 
effect. Immigration affects a nation in several ways: 
ethnically, demograpnicaily, economically and judicially. 

The specter of change unsettles many quarters of the public, 
particularly as France's economy struggles with inflation, 
unemployment and Euro standards. 

Second, some nations seem almost predisposed to anti 
Semitism, xenophobia and racism, a proclivity that effects 
internal and external politics. Ironically, the French find 
themselves in a paradoxical situation in which they 
simultaneously proclaim the notion of equality, and yet 
maintain a history of unequal, discriminatory treatment of 
immigrants. A nation's ability to weave varied cultures 
into its fabric is of fundamental importance as the 2 2 th 
century .closes on a multicultural note. Those nations that 
are unsuccessful in recognizing and accommodating distinct 
cultures will not be able to function socially, politically, 
and culturally as a nation. 



J Jacob Burckhardt, Reflections on History (Indianapolis: 
Liberty Classics, 1979): 237. 
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Third, France's role in international and European 
politics has been consistently shrouded with "French" 
caranoia. The French insist on their position as a world 
:ower and their desire to maintain a French identity. The 
French identity crisis may further complicate the 
precarious relations within the North Atlantic Treaty 
organization, as well as other alliances and agreements that 
require a French vote. 
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II . 



FRENCH NATIONALISM AND THE CONCEPT OF THE NATION 



It is commonly said that in this fertile 
country, on this territory so well marked out by 
nature, the emergence of a great people was to 
be expected. Such a statement confuses result 
and cause ... France is the work of man's 
intelligence and will. 

One concept of a nation refers to the total population, 
individual or multiple nationalities, which inhabits a 
common territory and is governed under :ne rule. .-.nocher 
definition refers to ethnonational groups that do not assert 
any relations to state borders. "Nationhood" also implies 
a spiritual sense of unity between the masses and the 
nation. The spiritual unity, a necessary precondition of 
nationhood, is described as the "...'community of feelings 
and ideas concerning certain fundamental problems, a certain 
identity in the way of conceiving the external world, of 
classifying its objects, of ordering its values, in short a 



5 Goraon Wright, France in Modern Times (New York: N.W. 

Norton & Company, Inc., 1981): 3. 

6 Walker Connor, The National Question in Marxist-Lenmist 
Theory and Strategy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1984): 9. 
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